Robert I. Gross Memorial Award
Rebecca Colman, BS Center for Microbial Genetics and Genomics Northern Arizona University, Flagstaff, Arizona
Awarded to a student in recognition of academic achievement in biological safety.
Rebecca received her Bachelors of Science in chemistry and biology from Linfield College in McMinnville, Oregon in 2005 . She is currently a PhD student under the co-advisement of Dr. Paul Keim and Dr. Dave Wagner at Northern Arizona University, where she has been studying the molecular diversity and epidemiology of Yersinia pestis for the past year.
Abstract: Yersinia pestis, the causative agent of plague, is a potential bioterrorism threat and a zoonotic disease that is endemic in the western United States; the most active focus is in the Four Corners region. Given these two different routes of infection (bioterrorism vs. natural source), it is crucial for public health investigators to be able to rapidly determine the source of an unknown plague infection. In 2002 a couple vacationing in New York came down with plague, which is not endemic to the east coast, raising the question: where did the couple contract plague? If the infection occurred in New York, one explanation would be that the couple contracted plague from a bioterrorism event. The couple made their home in Santa Fe County, New Mexico, where plague is endemic. Hence they may have contracted the infection at home. Therefore, with two possible sources, there was a need to use molecular epidemiology to match the infection to the source. We will review the initial public health investigation of this event, including the high-resolution DNA-fingerprinting system used to analyze the samples. Using this investigation as an example, we will describe new statistical and probabilistic methods that can be used to associate an unknown human isolate to a likely infection source. These methods represent important advancements for both forensic and public health investigators.
John H. Richardson Special Recognition Award Lynn Harding, MPH, CBSP Biosafety Consultant Chattanooga, Tennessee
The John H. Richardson Special Recognition Award was developed to recognize an individual for a specific contribution that has enhanced the American Biological Safety Association and/or the profession of biosafety.
This award is presented to Lynn Harding for her work in establishing the Certification Maintenance Program and, as head of the committee, developing and implementing the guidelines that bring professionalism to the area of biosafety. In addition, as the chair of the Awards Committee she oversaw fundamental changes in the procedures employed in selecting individuals whose service to the Association and the area of biosafety should be acknowledged by the Association.
Everett Hanel, Jr. Presidential Award Richard Rebar, MS, RBP, CBSP GlaxoSmithKline King of Prussia, Pennsylvania
The Everett Hanel, Jr. Presidential Award is given to a CURRENT ABSA member for outstanding contributions to ABSA by promoting the field of biological safety and fostering, by example, the high professional standards of the Association's membership.
The award this year is presented to Richard Rebar for his outstanding service to ABSA. Richard has nearly 30 years of experience in basic and pharmaceutical research, and has spent the last 15 years working in biosafety, radiation safety, and ergonomics. Richard has mentored numerous ABSA members and has served the Association as Councilor, Secretary, and as a Chairman and participant in many of the organization's committees.
Richard C. Knudsen Memorial Publication Award Jay Krishnan, MSc Public Health Agency of Canada Winnipeg, Manitoba, Canada
The award shall be given, when merited, to the author(s) of an article that reports a significant contribution in scientific investigation and/or health and safety in areas of interest to Richard Knudsen during his career. The award recipient need not be a member of the American Biological Safety Association.
Research Article: Krishnan, J., Berry, J., Fey, G., & Wagener, S. (2006) . Vaporized Hydrogen Peroxide Based Biodecontamination of a High Containment Laboratory Under Negative Pressure. Applied Biosafety, 11(2), [74] [75] [76] [77] [78] [79] [80] Mr. Krishnan, the first author of the article selected for the Richard Knudsen Memorial Publication Award, earned his MSc from the University of Manitoba. He is a Biologist doing applied biosafety research at the National Microbiology Laboratory, Public Health Agency of Canada, Winnipeg, where he has worked for the last 4 years.
This original research article was selected for its contributions to advances in biodecontamination. This research work evaluated vaporized hydrogen peroxide as an alternative to formaldehyde for large space decontamination.
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